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� Windows 10 to be released July 29 
� Quicken OK on 3 computers 
� Uninstall multiple programs 
� Speed up your computer 
� Weak wireless signal?  Try 

powerline-AC 
�  

 
HERE COMES  
WINDOWS 10 

 
With a release date of July 29, which 
is only 4 weeks away, Windows 10 is 
the big news in all of the computer 
magazines.  It’s the latest and greatest 
Windows from Microsoft…or is it? 
 
The answer is probably yes, although I 
wouldn’t be in too big a rush.  Here is 
a rundown of some of the highlights. 
 

• Win10 will be a free upgrade to 
all Windows7 and 8/8.1 
computers for the first 12 months 
after it is released. 
 

• Win10 will be released as a 
“service”.  This means that when 
you upgrade your computer to 
Win10 or buy a Win10 computer, 
any major revisions or upgrades 
(Win11?) will be automatic and 
free. 
 

• The start menu is back, albeit 
with some revisions, so if you 
skipped Win8 and are still using 
Win7 or an earlier version of 
Windows, you should feel right at 
home. 

 

• In Win7 or 8, if you dragged a 
window to either side, it would 
automatically resize to fit in the 
right or left half of the screen.  
With Win10, you can resize with 
one window in each of the 4 
corners. 

 

• If you are into using apps (you 
know – lightweight programs that 
you use on your phone or tablet – 
you will be able to run apps 

designed for Android devices on 
Win10, and I have read that iOS 
(Apple) apps will also run, 
although maybe not immediately 
after release. 

 

• If you use the Command Prompt, 
you will be able to cut, copy and 
paste in the Command window. 

 

• Edge (pre-release named Project 

Spartan) will replace Internet 

Explorer as the default browser.  
It’s all new and has many new 
features. 

 

• Virtual Desktops is a feature that 
allows you to set up separate 
desktops that you can switch 
between.  Perhaps a desktop 
designed for games, one for 
Work, one for personal finances, 
and so forth.  Essentially, it’s a 
way of organizing your desktop 
into layers. 

 

• Charms (from Win8) are gone. 
 
For most people, Win10 probably 
won’t make much difference – kind of 
like getting a newer model of your 
favorite car – but the features are 
interesting. 
 

 
QUICKEN IS OK ON UP TO 

THREE COMPUTERS 
 
While preparing a new computer for 
my wife, I couldn’t find the Quicken 
2010 installation disc (shame on me) 
so I decided to see if my copy of 
Quicken 2013 Deluxe is licensed for 
more than one computer…although I 
rather doubted it. 
 
I wound up at 
http://quicken.intuit.com/support/eula/ 
where I was able to click on EULA 
(license agreements) for all versions of 
Quicken back to the 2003 version.  I 
clicked on Quicken 2013 and was able 
to read the EULA.  To make things 
easier, I pressed CTRL+F to search 
the document, and then typed in the 

word three.  The very first “three” 
displayed the following: You may 

install and use a copy of the Quicken 

Software on up to three (3) computers 

used by a single household. 
 
What a stroke of luck!   
 
If you are using different versions 
(year) of Quicken in your household, 
you can legally install the latest 
version on up to 3 computers. 
 
Bottom line is that my wife now has 
Quicken 2013 on the new computer 
instead of Quicken 2010. 
 

 
BATCH UNINSTALLS 

 
The term batch in computer jargon 
means performing the same command 
on a number of objects.  A program 
that can perform a batch uninstall 
means that the program can uninstall 
several programs at once. 
 
I often use batch uninstall to remove 
multiple unwanted programs from 
computers. 
 
Two free batch uninstallers are 
Absolute Uninstaller and IOBit 

Uninstaller.  Both work about the 
same way.  When you start the 
program, it displays all programs 
installed on your computer, with 
checkboxes.  You check the programs 
you want to uninstall and then run the 
uninstaller.  The batch uninstaller then 
goes through your checked list and 
uninstalls these programs one after 
another. 
 
It’s not quite automatic, because with 
both Absolute Uninstaller and IOBit 
Uninstaller, you are asked to confirm 
that you want to uninstall each 
program as it comes up in the queue.  I 
don’t really mind this because I just 
walk by the computer, click on the 
message and then go on to doing 
something else. 
 



There are 2 other advantages of using 
these batch uninstallers. 
 
1. They seem to uninstall noticeably 

faster than the usual Windows 
uninstaller. 

2. After all programs are uninstaller, 
the programs look for leftovers 
that the uninstaller missed and 
then removes those as well. 

 
Regarding #2, I suspect that Revo 
Uninstaller does a more thorough job 
of getting rid of leftover files and 
settings after uninstalls, but 
unfortunately Revo doesn’t do batch 
uninstalls and uses the Windows 
uninstaller to do the initial uninstall 
and then cleans up the rest. 
 

 
SPEED UP YOUR COMPUTER 

 
If you feel that your computer is 
slowing down over time, or even if it 
is a fairly new computer, there are a 
number of things you can do that will 
give a speed boost to your computer. 
This isn’t intended to be a step-by-step 
tutorial, so you might want to go to 
YouTube and watch some videos on 
how to do each of these steps. 
 
Small Steps 

 
The following will each speed up your 
computer a little bit.  You probably 
won’t get more than about a 5-10% 
cumulative increase in speed if you do 
them all, so it may not be worth the 
trouble, but what the heck. 
 
1. Windows 7/8/8.1 – Disable the 

Aero feature.   
2. Go to msconfig and disable 

unnecessary autostarts – parts of 
programs that automatically start 
running with your computer.  Be 
sure to look each autostart up to 
see if removal is recommended, 
non-recommended, or user 
choice. 

3. Defrag your computer.  If you 
have a Windows XP computer 
and haven’t defragged the hard 
drive, you might see some 
difference.  Windows 
Vista/7/8/8.1 automatically defrag 
most files so you probably won’t 
notice any improvement there. 

 

A potentially larger step 

 
4. Increase the memory in your 

computer.  Particularly if your 
computer seems to slow down as 
you use it, you might need more 
memory.  Click on Start, Right-
click on My Computer, and click 
on Properties to find out how 
much memory (RAM) is in your 
computer and if you have a 32-bit 
or 64-bit version of Windows.  If 
you have a 32-bit version (If you 
have Windows XP, assume it is a 
32-bit system) with less than 4GB 
of RAM, consider upgrading.  If 
you have a 64-bit system with less 
than 8GB of RAM, then consider 
upgrading to 8GB.  Both 
www.crucial.com and 
www.kingston.com have scanners 
that will analyze your computer, 
tell you if there are any empty 
RAM slots, what RAM is 
available from them for your 
computer, and the prices. 

 
A Seriously Big Step 

 
Add an SSD (solid-state-drive) to your 
computer for the operating system and 
program installations, keeping your 
hard drive for data files (Documents, 
Photos, Music, etc).  A hard drive can 
be easily cloned to an SSD and be up 
and running in an hour or two with the 
SSD drive.  Most people will want to 
have an IT tech install and configure 
your system for best use of an SSD 
drive.  The end result will be like 
adding a turbocharger to your 
computer. 
 

 
GET A BETTER WIRELESS 

SIGNAL 
 
If you are having problems with a 
weak wireless signal at some locations 
in your home, it is because the quality 
of a wireless signal deteriorates over 
distance and objects that it goes 
through such as walls, cabinets and 
furniture. 
 
The stopgap means of getting a better 
signal for the past few years has been 
the use of so-called “range extenders”.  
Unfortunately, a “range extended” 
takes the degraded wireless signal and 
rebroadcasts it.  Think of it as taking a 
poor radio signal, including static and 
other noise, and making it all equally 

louder.  What you get is a little bit of 
additional signal.  I have always found 
the results of range extenders to be 
pretty minimal. 
 
More recently, powerline-AC has 
come on the scene.  With powerline-
AC, you connect a cable from your 
router to a little box that you plug 
directly into a wall power outlet.  At a 
remote location, you plug another 
similar box into the wall there, and 
from there you can connect a 
computer to the powerline-AC with a 
network cable.  The powerline-AC 
system uses your home’s electrical 
wiring in place of a network cable, to 
get your internet/network signal from 
point A to point B. 
 
Powerline-AC devices come in “kits” 
of 2 devices, one for either end. 
 
But it gets better.  In the past few 
months, powerline-AC kits with 
wireless-capability at the “far” end 
have come onto the market.  The 
wireless-AC box at the distant end 
broadcasts a strong and good wireless 
signal. 
 
After moving my office to another 
room in our home, the wireless signal 
to my Roku box was weaker and I 
started getting timeouts when 
watching Netflix and other streaming 
TV.  At a cost of $80 for a powerline-
AC with Wireless kit, I was able to 
provide my Roku box with a much 
stronger signal, and timeouts are a 
thing of the past. 
 
 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 
Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 
need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 
receive this free newsletter, send me a request 
via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list.   
 
Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  
The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 
cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 
assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 
recommendations.  I do not make any money on 
products that I recommended – they are just my 
personal suggestions. .Always backup your 

computer daily and make sure that System 

Restore is set to On. 


